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The 30th Anniversary
celebration on May 11 was
a big success. While only
a few Chapter 13/16
members registered for the
online event, several
chapters held group watch
parties, and individuals
from around the province
logged in to see
OSSTF/FEESO president
Martha Hradawy make
remarks from the
Canadian Labour
Congress annual meeting
in Winnipeg, followed by
keynote speaker Charlie
Angus. He spoke of
influential teachers in his
life, and focused on the
dangers of Al with
attention to its impacts in
education. Charlie has
been active in the past
year and a half since
leaving federal politics: he
led the charge in the
Elbows Up campaign early
in 2025, started a podcast
called The Resistance and
a Substack site for essays
on a wide range of
domestic and international
issues, and has been
engaged in an almost non-
stop speaking tour (in-
person and virtual). He is
an engaging speaker, and
he managed to be
inspirational even while
raising the alarm on Al
and other concerns.

The education unions have
created a common front

against the government as
contract bargaining
begins. The education
affiliates were joined by
CUPE at a press
conference giving notice
to commence bargaining,
and have a joint campaign
with the slogan “Together
for Publicly Funded
Education”. Meetings
have already been
scheduled for various
“tables” to meet to
determine what will be
negotiated at the
provincial level, and once
this is done, the local
bargaining process can
begin. In District 16, they
have buttons proclaiming
“Deal Done by Day 17;
while I rather doubt there
will be a local deal by
Labour Day, this is meant
to exert pressure on the
school board to not drag
their feet like they did last
time. Keep an eye out for
updates as we move into
the start of school.

For the golfers among
you, pay attention to the
ad in this issue for the
Chapter 12 (Toronto) Golf
Day September 1. Get a
foursome together and
enjoy a round of golf at
the Richmond Hill Golf
Club. Information on a
Chapter 13/16 subsidy for
the registration fee will be
provided soon.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

By lain Beaton, President District, 13/16

The Chapter AGM was held
June 24 at The Trail

Hub near Uxbridge. There
are a number of changes to
the Chapter Executive. John
Pownall (Treasurer), Cyndie
Jacobs (Communications /
Newsletter), and Cristal
Diemer-Ewles (Executive at
Large) are stepping down
after several years serving
the Chapter. Thanks to
Cyndie for her role as a co-
founder of this Chapter as
well as her work as
Communications officer
since 2017. Thanks to John
and Cristal, too, for their
contributions since the
inception of Chapter 13/16.
Joining the Executive for
2026-27 are Judith
McCutcheon
(Communications officer
and newsletter co-editor)
and Julia McCrea (Executive
at Large). Mike Atkins,
already an At Large
member, has assumed the
role of Treasurer. I continue
as President for another
year. An At Large position
remains vacant at this time.




ARM/MRA

President’s Report to the Annual General Meeting of ARM Chapter 13/16 (June, 2026)

The activities of the Chapter began with our annual fall lunch, which occurred this year at Beertown in
Newmarket on October 2, 2025, and was enjoyed by the ten members present.

On November 3, Educators Financial presented a workshop on Estate Planning at the District 13 office in
Whitby, followed by lunch. Nine members attended.

Chapter 13/16 sent two delegates to the Ontario Health Coalition Annual Assembly in January, 2026, which
was held in Toronto. Privatization of public health care continued to be the main issue. Unfortunately, Home
Care was neglected in the OHC Action Plan for 2026.

A theatre outing occurred on April 2. A handful of members saw OnStage Uxbridge’s production of the
musical The Addams Family. There was less interest in this show than for Man of La Mancha last year,
although those who attended enjoyed it.

Two significant events were organized by the ARM Council this past year. On March 26, the Chapter
presidents of ARM Council went to Queen’s Park, where they met with MPPs and also gave a press
conference. The focus was the Report on Issues in Home Care in Ontario, based on the survey conducted by
ARM in 2024. Leading up to this, Chapters were encouraged to meet with MPPs in their constituencies. While
no MPPs in Districts 13 and 16 met with us, I was able to arrange a meeting with PC Doug Downie in Barrie.

The second ARM Council event was the celebration of ARM’s 30t anniversary held online on May 11. All
ARM members in the province were invited to this event, which had Charlie Angus as the keynote speaker.
He spoke with passion and clarity about education and related issues such as Al. Costs for the event are being
covered by commitments from the ARM Chapters, including 13/16.

Members of Chapter 13/16 (myself, John Pownall, Dianne More) continued to attend District 16 CPAC
meetings. I presented the ARM biennial motions to CPAC, calling for ARM representation at AMPA, and as a
result District 16 sponsored the motions and got them onto the Agenda for AMPA 2026 in March.
Unfortunately, they did not reach the floor, but D16 delegates Ryan Quigley and Dan Lovell submitted a
Notice of Motion before adjournment which keeps the resolution alive for AMPA 2027.

Donations were made to local organizations: North House, Feed the Need in Durham, and Community Care
Durham in District 13; and Blue Door, 360 Kids, and Markham Food Bank in District 16. Chapter members
presented a few of the cheques in person.

Members of the Chapter Executive attended pre-retirement workshops during the year in both Districts,
promoting membership in ARM. Also, letters will be going out to those who are retiring at the end of June.

I would like to thank Daniele Miele for her assistance at the D16 office this past year. Ialso wish to thank
Vansh Gulati for his help at the D13 office, especially the managing of the Chapter bank account. In addition,
thanks to Cyndie Jacobs and Karen Jagoe for their work as editors of the Chapter newsletter.

In Federation,

lain Beaton, Chapter 13/16 president
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OUT IN THE COMMUNITY

May 28, 2026: Karen Jagoe presenting an ARM cheque to
Stephen Lough, President of the Markham Food Bank.
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June 9, 2026: Cyndie Jacobs presenting an ARM
cheque to Nathan Gardner, Executive Director of

North House in Uxbridge. Nathan was an elementary
hendk and toilel \ teacher in York Region for a few years!
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UPCOM

G EVENTS

{ OSSTF/FEESO ARM Chapter 12

in support of the

Daily Bread
Food Bank

TUESDAY SEPTEMBER IST, 2026

RICHMOND HILL GOLF CLUB
8755 BATHURST ST (NORTH OF HWYS 7 & 407)

$ 125 PER GOLFER, INCLUDES 18 HOLES, POWER CART,
BUCKET OF PRACTICE BALLS, AND SNACK AFTER THE 9TH HOLE.

CORPORATE / GROUP SPONSORSHIPS: $1000 (INCLUDES
FOURSOME, HOLE SIGNAGE AND RECOGNITION)

TEE- OFFS5 BETWEEN 1:00AM - 1:30PM

OnStage Uxbridge presents: White Christmas in

November 2026 and the play Clue in January 2027. The
April show has not yet been determined. More
information to follow.
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ARTICLE AUTHOR FOR THIS ISSUE:

lain Beaton, ARM Chapter 13/16 President
[President’s Message; President’s Report to the
Annual General Meeting of ARM Chapter 13/16]

ARM Executive Members 2025-2026:
Jain Beaton, President

Cyndie Jacobs, Communications
Mike Atkins

Contact Information:

Newsletters will be published:
Fall/Spring/Summer

Copy Editor: Cyndie Jacobs
Layout Editor: Karen Jagoe

John Pownall, Treasurer
Cristal Diemer-Ewles

If you have any questions regarding any of the material published in this issue, or if you have any suggestions for
future articles, please do not hesitate to contact us via email at: chapter13and16@gmail.com
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