


ARM: 30 Years of Active Commitment  

Honouring  the Founders of Active Retired Members  

OSSTF/FEESO | 1996ð2026 

Retired. Organized. Still engaged. 



 

 

 

Active Retired Members (ARM) of OSSTF/FEESO: 

 

üConnect retired teachers and education workers 

üSupport Federation campaigns and advocacy 

üStrengthen public education in Ontario 

üBuild community beyond retirement 

üEnsure retirees retain a voice within OSSTF 

 

 

 

 

Active. Retired. Still Engaged. 



The Founding Vision 
ARM was created to: 

 

üEstablish District ARM Committees across Ontario 

üCreate a provincial ARM Council 

üSecure financial support for local chapters 

üProvide representation at Provincial Council 

üWork toward fuller representation within Federation governance 
 

Some goals were achieved. 
{ƻƳŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ !waΩǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅΦ 

 



From Idea to Organization (1991ð1999) 
 

1991 ς Initial discussion of retiree structure within OSSTF 

1995ς96 ς Work group formed to study feasibility 

1996 ς Active Retired Member category created 

1997 ς First newsletter and benefits rollout 

1999 ς ARM Council formally approved 

 

What began as a proposal became a permanent part of the Federation. 
 

 

 

 



 

The Leaders Who Built ARM 

 
Organizers. Advocates. Builders of structure and voice.  



Malcolm Buchanan 
 

Chapter 18/21 
 
üOSSTF Provincial President & General 

Secretary 
üChampioned public education and 

fairness 
üLed OSSTF into Canadian Labour Congress 
üOrganizer during Ontario Days of Action 
ü5ŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ !waΩǎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ-based structure 

 

Teacher.Unionist.Organizer. 

 
 
 



Betty Ann Bushell 
 

Chapter 21 
 
üProvincial ARM Chair (2004ς2008) 
üLeader in Congress of Union Retirees (CURC) 
üFierce advocate for social justice 
üInfluential voice in OSSTF & labour movement 
 

Strategist. Advocate. Solidarity. 

 
 

 



Chester Faulknor 
 

Chapter 18/21 
 
üProvincial ARM Chair (2012ς2014) 
üSecured Provincial Council representation 
üAdvanced political engagement within OSSTF 
üLed ARM through contested growth years 
 

Leader. Negotiator. Builder. 

 
 

 



Manfred Netzel 
 

Chapter 12 
 
üTwo-time ARM Council President 
üPresident, ARM Chapter 12 (Toronto) 
üAuthored !waΩǎ нр-year history 
üStrengthened retiree voice within OSSTF 

 
Historian. President. Guardian. 



Milt Payne  
Chapter 18/21  

 

üChief Negotiator and District President (Norfolk)  

üJoined ARM in 2006 after moving to Hamilton 

ü President, Chapter 21 (2007)  

üARM Council member for 9 years  

üHelped organize and shape ARM Biennials  

üValued shared expertise and connection across 
chapters 

Negotiator. Leader. Builder. 



 

 

 

 

Brian Radke 
 
Chapter 18/21 
 
ü Advocate for lifelong union engagement 
ü Promoted solidarity with active members 
ü Voice for public education advocacy 
ü Strengthened !waΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǎǘ identity 

 
Activist. Educator. Solidarity. 



Frieda Smyth 
 

Chapter 22 & 18/21 
 
üFounder, Niagara ARM Chapter 
üSecured District participation 
üEstablished Memorial Garden initiative 
üStrengthened retiree community building 
 

Founder. Organizer. Connector. 
 

 

 

 



Terry Taller 
 

Chapter 25 
 
üFounding President, Chapter 25 (1998) 
üProvincial ARM Chair (2002ς2004) 
üHelped formalize ARM Council structure 
üStrengthened provincial chapter integration 

 

Architect. President. Integrator. 
 

 



Founders ñ Then and Now 
 

 

 



11 Chapters. 4,000+ Members. 30 Years Strong. 
 

 

Active Retired Members of OSSTF/FEESO 
 

Organized. Engaged. Continuing the work.  



 

 

ARM: 30 Years of Connection 

 
Retired. Organized. Still engaged. 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 
 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


